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BLOFIELD  AM  MEGG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUITGIL 


aunual  report 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OEEICERS  OE  HEALTH  EOR  THE  EEAR 

1946. 

Council  Offices, 

AGLE. 

Octoher,  19  ^'7 


To  the  Chairman 
Counc il» 


and  Members  of  the  Blofield  and  Elegg  Rural  District 


Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  our  Annual  Report  for  the  yerr 
nineteen  hundred  and  forty-six. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  resulted  in  a m.ovement  of 
population,  especially  during  the  summer  months,  vrhen  people  v'ere 
attracted  to  the  Coastal  Area,  the  Rivers  and  Broads. 

This  movement  of  people  is  a factor  of  considerable 
importance  when  considering  the  vital  sta.tistics  contained  in  this 
report.  Persons  of  all  ages  and  from  all  walks  of  life  gather 
together  to  enjoy  the  amenities  of  the  district.  This  influx  of 
visitors  breates  problems  of  a seasonal  character  and  add  to  the  risks 
of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 

Attention  is.dravvn  to  problems  of  the  holiday  bungalow 
referred  to  in  the  section  on  Housing. 

The  district  remains  chiefly  agricultural  in  character. 

Careful  consideration  of  the  fa.cts  a.nd  figures  contained  in 
this  report  show  that  the  health  of  the  district  has  been  maintained 
on  a level  com.parable  with  other  years. 


STATISTICS  ADD  SOCIAL  GO EDIT I OHS  OE  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Population  (estimated  resident)  . ... 
Humber  of  premises  ..  ...  ...  ... 
Rateable  value  (28th  October,  1946)  ... 
Product  of  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ... 


74,774 
28,870 
11 ,685 
£121,663 

7491  C-.  3d. 
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EX.TRAC TS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS  AHD  deaths. 

Hive  Births : “ 

Hegit imat e 
Illegitimate 

Totals 

Birth  rate  per  1000  of 

St illhirths  s - 

Rate  per  1000  total  (l 

Deaths ; » 


Total 

. Ma,le . 

Eema.le . 

538 

263 

275 

.54. 

15 

19 

5 72 

27  3 

.§£4 

the  es' 

tim.ated  population 

19.81 

23 

14 

9 

ve  and 

still)  Births ; 

38.66 

293 

159 

134 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  populQ.tions  10.15 


Deaths  from  puerperal  ca.usess- 

Puerperal  sepsis  Hil. 

Other  maternal  causes  2 


Deaths 

of  Infn.nts  und 

er  1 year  of  ages- 

Legitim'j.te 

17 

10 

7 

Illegitimate 

_2 

— 

To  tals 

11 

12 

7 

Deaths 

from.  Cancer  (a 

11  agcs‘) 

44 

Deaths 

from.  Measles  ( 

all  ages) 

■ ige ) 

Mil . 

Deaths 

from.  Diarrhoea 

(under  2 years  of 

4 

Deaths 

from.  7/hooping 

Cough  (all  ''.ges) 

1 

The  Births  in  1946  were  278  Mralee  -'nd  294  Fcm.-ales  y a total  of 
572  y against  a total  of  510  Births  in  the  year  1945  , malcing  an 
increase  of  62  Births. 

The  Birthrate  in  1946  W'.s  19.81  as  against  18.62  in  the  ye'-’r 
1945.  The  Birthrate  for  Engl. ',nd  and  'dales  for  1946  was  19.1, 

The  deaths  during  the  year  were  less  in  number  and.  the  dc?\th- 
r.ite  of  10.15  compares  f.avour.aBly  with  that  of  11.47  for  the  year 
1945  and  11.5  deathrate  per  thousand  of  population  for  Engl.:.nd  and 
dales . 

The  Infa.nt  Mortality  rate  still  reni-'.ins  oompar''.tively  low  and 
with  a tota.l  of  19  dc'.ths  of  children  under  one  year  of  •■.gc  shov/s 
a doorcase  of  four  on  last  year’s  figure. 
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The  follov/ing  talole  gives  the  cr.uses  of  dc.'-,,th  in  1946;- 
( Figures  given  'by  Regis  trn.r -General ) . 


r- 

i 

Causes  of  d.eatho 

MalCo 

Fem.-'.le . 

Totr.l. 

■ 

i Sc.arlet  Fever 

j Whooping  Gough 

1 

- 

1 

i Diphtheria 

- 

- 

i Tuberculosis  of  the 

i Respiratory  system 

4 

3 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

i Syphilitic  diseases c 

1 

2 

3 ' 

a 1 

j Mccasles 

- 

- 

i Cancer  of  buc  ; c ivs  & 

oesoph?  (m)  uterus  (f) 

2 

- 

2 

Cancer  of  stomach  & 

duodenum 

5 

2 

7 

Cancer  of  bre-st 

- 

3 

3 

Go,ncer  of  all  other  sites 

16 

16 

32 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 ■ 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

7 

22 

29 

Heart  diseases 

56 

32 

88 

Other  diSG  'ses  of  circ. 

■ 

system 

6 

5 

11 

Dr onchit is 

2 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

5 

^thcr  resp  ; dis  s 

- 

1 

1 

■'■Jlcer  of  stom.a.ch  or  duodenum 

1 

O 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

3 

1 

4 

Other  digestive  dise'^^scs 

5 

1 

6 

Hephr i tis 

3 

1 

4 

Other  matern-l  cc.uses 

- 

2 

O 

Premature  birth 

2 

4 

6 

Con;  mal:  birth  inj s 
infant  dis  s 

6 

8 

Suic ide 

1 

2 

a 

Road  traffic  accidents 

4. 

1 

5 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

3 

5 

All  other  causes 

...  ......  . . ... 

CJl 

20 

45 

Totals 

15Q 

134  ; 

i 

293 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from  , 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28935184 


lysi£  of  TotpJ.  Crses  of  InfoctiouE  Discpse-E  ITotificd  in  Age  GroupE 


4 


-i: 


t— I LO 

n ^ 

4^  CT) 

o H 
EH 


UJ  " 
H ^ 
a’ 

+3  CXi 

o H 

EH 


(0 

lO  f> 
(£)  O 


LO 

yD 

I 

li-D 


UO 

I 

li') 

CO 


LO 

to 

I 

o 

C\2 


0 

C\J 

1 

u:) 

rH 


li'3 

H 

I 

O 


0 
1 — 1 

1 

LO 


LO 

I 


I 

CO 


cO 

I 

C\2 


02 

I 

r— t 


H • 

O H 
Tj' 

Sh 


o 

rJ' 

(D 

w 

•H 

n 


02 

02 

1 1 

CO 

H 

H 

U') 

CO 

H 

o 

H 

H 

1 

I 

o 

lO 

02 

02 

02 

p 

dc 

D 

CO 

02 

o 

02 

H 

02 

1 

CD 

02 

O 

H 

H 

H 

dc 

d^ 

H 

CO 

I 1 

H 

02 

dc 

dL 

w 

CCD 

H 

CO 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

W 

1 

1 

o 

H 

03 

1 

1 

o- 

rH 

1 

p 

1 

I 

CO 

I 

1 

CO 

02 

H 

CO 

to 

H 

1 

H 

■ec 

02 

1 

1 

1 

H 

1 

1 

H 

03 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

z> 

H 

I 

H 

O 

H 

H 

CD 

H 

CO 

1 

! — i 

1 

, 

, 

1 

02 

o 

H 

H 

1 

, 

dc 

CO 

1 

P 

p 

H 

CO 

02 

CD 

J 

C2 

, 

I 

1 

o 

dt 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

CO 

CO 

UP 

H 

CO 

I 

VO 

1 

1 

CD 

02 

1 

I 

1 

to 

1 

1 

H 

i 

I — 1 

O 

dt 

03 

! 

1 1 

03 

1 

1 

o 

I 

t 

'di 

O 

1 

1 

1 

p 

J 

1 

O 

02 

H 

LO 

1 

1 — i 

J 

1 

, 

1 

! 

'd^ 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

I 

lO 

CO 

02 

LO 

1 

H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

'd' 

o 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 

O 

02 

02 

tr2 

j 

1 

1 

H 

1 

* 

1 

CO 

D 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

O 

1 

i ^ 

H 

d^ 

1 

! 

1 

1 

! 

I 

o 

O 

1 

1 

H 

1 

1 

1 

O 

H 

03 

P 

• 

© 

© 

Fa 

•H 

• 

> 

p 

© 

H 

EsD 

© 

o 

u 

P 

© 

tiD 

P 

^1 

© 

© 

!> 

O 

P 

•H 

P 

o 

•H 

p 

p 

© 

Id 

p 

o 

o 

c 

P 

cj 

c. 

o 

to 

!>. 

© 

H 

ra 

1 — 1 

•H 

p 

1 

a 

•H 

0. 

g 

© 

•rH 

© 

P 

© 

p 

p 

o 

© 

© 

p 

o 

JH 

1 — 1 

o 

p 

Cu 

pi 

© 

p 

C3 

M 

p 

© 

•H 

p 

© 

©’ 

•H 

•rH 

•H 

U1 

p 

H 

•n4 

g 

p 

o 

P 

H 

P 

P 

pi 

o 

p 

P 

H 

U1 

© 

© 

© 

O 

O 

Fh 

p 

p 

c. 

1. 

ft. 

1 P 

Vl 

>5 

© 

‘ / 

■© 

c 

o 

o 

© 

pi 

p 

Ph 

p 

•H 

o 

P 

L\i 

© 

© 

p 

o 

P 

p 

a 

© 

a 

Q 

; p 

CO 

P 

P 

H 

o 

P 

p 

P 

o 

K 

fH 

OI 

o 


H 

o- 


+3 

CD 

M 

c 

© 

p 

© 

-p 

p 

o 

© 

o 

■H 

P 

O 

P 

© 

■P 

o 

p 

EiD 

P 

•H 

S 

O 

o 

til 

© 

•H 

P 

C' 

o 

cO 

p 

o 

m 

© 

w 

c 

o 

p 

o 


o 


There  r;ere  4 c’.ses  of  Diphtheria  o.nd  11  cf-ses  of  Scr'rlet  lever  moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospita: 


I 
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DIPHTHERIA  naTUHiaAT  ION . 


Efforts  hr'.vG  Heen  m^;,de  during  tho  ycG.r  under  review 
to  continue  tlie  imniunisution  of  children  under  fifteen  ye '..rs  of 
-■^.ge . 

These  efforts  have  included  r!..rrnngement  of  sessions  't 
the  various  schools  nnd  injections  given  hy  private  doctors  Noth 
a.t  the  surgery  and  in  the  home  of  the  child. 

It  is  estinr-ted  that  73,31%  of  schocl-children  ."-nd 
34.77%  of  children  under  five  have  hcen  immunised. 

Recognition  should  he  given  to  the  fact  th^t  only  four 
casc'S  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  ye-^r^  .and  in  this 
and  the  last  year  together^  the  notif  ic 'H  i ons  tot-^,1  six. 


During  the  yeaar  19  46 5 there  were  214  children  immunised 
'by  priv^'.to  doctors  and  133  immunised  a.t  sessions  held  at  schools. 

first  injections  during  tho  year  were  given  to  312 
children  whilst  the  S£:eond  injection  would  he  undertaken  during 
1947  . 


TUBEROULOSrS , 

The  following  ta.hlc  gives  an  analysis  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified  during  1946. 


1 

i 

Age  Periods , 

Notif ic ■ 

t ions  0 

Pulmonary , 

j 

Non-pulmon- 

Male. 

female . j 

Total. 

M' 

1,1  G , ' 

f c.  ni  1 e , 

Tot,- 

i Under  1 

year. 

- 

~ 

1 

1 - 5 y 

cars  . 

- 

** 

2 

0 

4 

5-15 

ye.ars . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

4 

' f; 

15  - 25 

ye'or  s . 

5 

3 

8 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

years  u 

4 

2 

6 

- 

1 

i -1- 

35  - 45 

ye 'M'S , 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

i 0 

45  - 55 

years . 

1 

1 

a. 

2 

- 

i 

55  - 65 

years , 

4 

1 

5 

- 

- 

! 

1 

65  a,nd 

over , 

1 

- 

1 

1 

To  t als 

18 

11 

29 

i 

L_ 

4 

i 

P ■ 12 

There-  were  11  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis.  This  totr,] 
made  up  of  4 Male  pulmonary,  3 female  pulmone.ry  and  4 Mole 
non-pulmon  ory. 
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SANITARY  CIRC  HIS  TANGES  OP  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Of  the  thirty-throe  p-e^rishes  comprising  the  Rurr.l 
District  5 eight  porishos  heve  n.  r/i' ins  supply  avrilehlc  ^nd  tAVo 
parishes  huve  part  of  the  parish  supplied  Avith  mainfj  AVM.tc  :r  <, 

There  have  hc-cn  no  complaints  of  shortage  of  ’"-^tcr. 

The  qua.lity  of  the  vr-^tc-r  is  uncort  ,in  due  to  ahsonce  of  soAverage 
schem.es  in  all  hut  tA,Aro  of  the  parishes  in  the  district  o 

During  the  year  under  review^  a fichemo  lATas  prepoured  and. 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  which  Avould.  provide  a ma.ins 
supply  of  Abater  in  all  hut  one  of  the  parishes  in  the  di .strict. 

It  is  a m ••ttcr  for  regret  th-  t no  progress  is  being 
mp.de  to  m.ake  this  propoScal  a reality. 

This  morans  that  o.pproximcat cly  seven  thousand  premises  i 
the  district  .-.re  -without  a m.ains  A.^o.tor  supply  in  or  on  the  premis 
concerned  and  included  in  this  number  is  approxim.ratcly  fi-re 
hundred  premises  whose  inhabitr-.nts  go  to  - standpipe. 


DRAlNACrE  AND  SE^m^AGE. 

During  the  year  under  revic.AVj  consulting  engineers  AA'ere 
engo.ged  to  submit  in  general  principle  sewer'-.ge  schemes  for  the 
parishes  of  Marth-amj  Ormesby  St.  M-'rgaret-Afith-Scratbyy  Hcm.sbyj, 
Winterton,  Aclc,  Blofield  and  Brundall.  The  outline  of  such 
schem.es  AA;ero  considered  by  the  Rural  Council  a.nd  la.ter  subm.itted 
to  the  County  Council  for  consideration. 


PUBLIC  CLEllTSINGo 

The  extensions  of  public  clc--nsing  sche-mefs  to  c aygv  the 
gre.ater  part  of  the  District  is  one  th*- t should,  receive  the 
cons  id  or -at  ion  of  the  Council  as  the  present  m.cthods  of  dispos-al 
of  refuse  --.nd  night-soil  in  a number  of  p-rishes  ive  in  m-ny  c.asf', 
possible  sources  of  danger  to  public  health,  par ticulrarly  AA'herc. 
deposits  t-ke  pla.ce  near  shallow  drinking  wells. 


Rat  intestation. 

Two  r at -c richer s were  appointed  early  in  the  year  cand  ^ 
a result  489  premises  have  been  treated  with  the  bodies  of  644 
rats  recovered. 

The  methods  of  the  Ministry  of  Ec'.'d  heave  been  adopted, 
thus  it  is  considered  that  m.any  more  rats  have  been  poisoned 
even  though  the  bodies  hravc  not  been  recovered. 


HOUSING. 

One  important  item,  in  the  housing  of  the  district  is  th 
holiday  bungalov;  problem. 

Along  the  coast  arc  hundreds  of  temporary  dAocllings  of 
the  week-end  type . 

Due  to  th'.  h-using  situation  gcner-lly,  these  tom.p  or.-.r- 
dwcllings  -re  being  used  either  as  pcrm-nc'nt  houses  rli  the  ye-r 
round  or  as  ^weekly  furnished  lets  in  the  sum.rner  months. 

Absence  of  proper  roads  and  path  -pproacheo,  absence  Af 
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Vv’ater  supply  and  drainage  ^^.nd.  pp.il  closet  sanitation  coupled,  ■’.'‘ltd 
absence  of  control  on  the  number  of  persons  occupying  those 
bungalov-rs  on  weekly  lets  present  problems  which  do  n^t  appr-r  t > 
be  covered  by  present  legislation. 

There  is  p.  real  need  for  new  legislation  to  give 
adequate  control  to  the  dwellings  lot  as  furnished  accommodation 
on  weekly  terms . 


Shortage  of  le.bour  and  mater i-als  have  created  many 
difficulties  in  the  repair  of  working  class  dwellings. 

The  great  problem  of  bringing  a l^a^gc  proportion  of 
dwellings  up  to  ,a  satisfpctory  standard  is  one  that  cp.lls  for 
serious  consideration. 


The  need  for  new  houses  to  provide  for  families 
inadeqUrat ely  housed  is  known  to  -11  Members  of  the  Oouncil. 

All  typos  of  houses  are  needed  to  supply  homes  and  the  Council 
arc  m.aking  every  effort  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  residents  in 
the  various  parishes. 


M.IAT  amp  other  POOSS. 

Supervision  of  f-''d-  depots  and  shops  have  continued 
throughout  the-  year.  Examination  of  meat  and  other  f-i^ds  ha.s 
ent-oiled  raany  visits  to  premises  j a quantity  of  mea.tj  tins  of 
foodstuffs,  in  addition  to  r'  variety  of  other  foodstuffs  -were 
ex-mined,  resulting  in  the  condemnation  of  those  raffocted  with 
disease,  .or  otherwise  unwholes  om.e . 

The  duties  connected  with  the  protection  of  the  public 
food  supply  are  of  the  greatest  importance,  a.nd  it  is 
satisf ■-,c t ory  to  both  the  Council  -nd  their  Officers  that  the 
protection  of  the  health  of  the  populatijn  of  the  District  has 
been  maintained  by  the  efforts  of  those  Officers  engaged,  in  this 
valuable  public  service. 


The  general  str-nd-rd  of  the  health  of  the  District  hr. a 
been  m'aintainod  in  spite  of  the  movement  of  population  through',  ut 
the  ycar^  the  Council's  Officers  ha.vc  centributod  in  no  sma.ll 
manner  to  this  by  their  prom.pt  action  a,nd  vigilance. 

Ca.scE  of  Infectious  Disease  were  removed  to  the  C-unty 
Isoi'-:tion  Hospital  when  necessary  -and  disinfection  'f  premises 
carried  out  es  required. 


In  c-nclusion  we  mould  stress  the  need  for  the 
extension  of  the  ’'"-^.tcr  -nd  sev'crage  schemes  and  '-'-•uld  point  out 
that  the  maximum,  benefit  would  result  if  the  w-,.tcr,  s ever. age 
•■'!.nd  housing  schemes  could  pr  need  simulta.ne  "'usly . 
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In  -T,  RuralL  district  there  is  R,lv;ays  the  need  '.hat 
cens'ider  ■.ti::;n  he  given  to  the  development  of  the  housing  t-cheioiL 
being  such  as  to  enable  these  sohemos  t^  fit  into  the  general 
pattern  -f  communitj^  life  in  the  districto 


We  aroj 

Mr.  Chr-lrman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servants, 


J.  D.  MCKEL'^IE, 
T,  W.  Ec  ROELEIT, 


Medic''.l  Officers 


of  Her:,lth 


